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Commonwealth of Maachuletts, 


In the Year of our L O R D, One Thoufand 
Seven Hundred and Exghty-one. 


\ 


An AC T for forming and regulating 
the Militia within the Commone 
wealth of Mass acuuserrs, and for 
repealing all the Laws heretofore 
made for that Purpofe. 


HEREAS in aud by the : 
Conftitution of Government ra- P teamble, 
tifed and eftablifbed by the fir. 
habitants of this Commonwealth, 
it is declared that the Legiflature 
Jeah ky flanding Laws, dire ` 
the Time and Manner of convening the EleGors of = 
Militia Officers, and colleBing Votes, and of cer- 


tifying to the Governor the Officers eleSed. And f 
whereas by the Eftsbliloment of laid Caniitution of 
Government, it bath become neceffary that Ele Tions 
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thereta, Aud whereas it is not only the Lntereft, 
but the Duty of all Nations to defend their Lives, 
Literties and Properties, in that Land which the 
k Supreme Ruler of the Univerje has beflowed on 
them, again/? the unlawful Attacks and Depredations 
of all Enemies whatever ; efpecially thofe who are 
moved by a Spirit of Avarice or Defpotije. And 
whereas the Laws now in Force refpeSing the ree 
gulating the Militia, have been found tnfufficient for 

she Purpofes oforefaid : 
dt is therefore enafled by the Senate end Houf 
of Reprefentatives in General Court affembied, and 
by the Authority of the fame, That the leveral 
Laws en. Laws, and the feveral Paragraphs and Ciaufes of ali 
' forceing the and every the Laws of this Commonwealth, en- 
Regslation forcing or any ways relating to the Regulation of 
of bre MHE the Militia, be, and hereby are repealed and declar- 

Harepeaied. od null and void. : 

And be it further enadted by the Authority 
eforcfaid, That thar Part of the Militia of this 
Commonwealth commonly called the Training- 


Band, fhall be conftituted of all the able-bodied 


Male Perfons therein, from Sixteen Years Old to 

Milizia to be Fifty, excepting the Liewtenant-Governor, Mem- 

aft bers of the Council and Senate and Houfe of 

cogili.uied i Paced a 

ofall abie- Reprefentatives, for the Time being, Members of 

bodied Male the American Congrefs, the Secretary of the Com- 

Space tn monwealth, the fuftices of the Supreme Judicial 

SixteenYe2ts Court, and the Juflices ef the Enferior Courts, 
Old to Fifty, g 

eacepirg dc, J1Gges of Probate, Faflices of the Peace. and 

j Sherifis of the County, Officers and Stndents of 

- Harvard College, Minifters of the Gofpel, Elders 

and Descans of Churches, Church Wardens, Gram- 

mar Schoo!l-Maflers, Mafters of Arts, the Deroe 

minatica of Chrillians called Quakers, Selectmen 
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Jhoulè be made and Cammiffions given out agreeably 
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for the Time being, thofe who have by Commiff- 

on under any Government or Congrefs, or by 
Ele&ion in purfvance of the Vote of any Congrels 

of the Continent, or of this or any other Srare, 

held the Poft of a Subaler.“@ higher Officer; 

Perfons while a@ually employéd as Mafiers of 

Veffels of more than thirty Tons burthen, other 

than fifhing Vcflels and Veflels coafling this Com: 
monwealth, and to and from this Commonwealth 

to the other New- England States, Conftables and 

Deputy Sheriffs, Negroes, India s and Mulatoes, S:leamen 
and fhall be under the Command of fuch Officers Empowered 


as fhall be chofen and commiffionated over them, 10 exeule 
is by this A& hereafter pravided ; and the Se- go cians, 
as is Oy this i erealler pravidcd 5 and the De Surpeons, 


Je&men (or the major Part of them) of each Town, SchocJ-Mat- 
{hall be, and hereby are impowered by writing une ters, &c. ` 
der their Hands, to excufe from Time toTime fuch fom ordinas 
Phyficians, Surgeons, ftated Scheol-Mafters, Ferry- Y Trainings. 
men and Millers in their refpeftive Towns from 
commen and ordinary Trainiogs, as they Grall judge The Gover. 
tt neceMlary to excufe : and the Governor with the or, with the 
Advice of Council fhall from Time to Time, ag Advice of 
may appear to them neceflary divide the Miniti of enc to 
each County into Regiments, and alter and divide Milija in 
Such Regiments from Time to Time, as they shall each County 
judge expedient, “into Regi 

Provided, That no Soldier fhall be obliged, ments 
without his Confent, to juin a Company belonging - 
to any Town in which he has not his ufual Place of , 
Abode, unlefs where there fhail not be Privates 
enough to make a Company of thirty Soldiers in- Ptovito- 
eluding Officers ; in which Cafe, as alfo where 
there are any Perfons belonging to a Place net in- 
corporated, they fhall be jcined to fuch t ompany ag 
the Field Officers of the Regiment within which 
they are, fhall fee ft, Ard the Inhabitants of 

every - 
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every Town now in, or that fhall be in the Conti- 
nentalArmy,fhall be deemed to belong to,and be a 
Part of theCompanies in their refpectiveTowns, and 
excufed from Duty'in the Militia whilft they con- 


Three Major tinue Part of the Army aforefaid. 
Generals by 


host Ap And be it farther enatted by the Authority 
pointed and aforefaid, That three Major Generals fhall be ap- 
CommifGoned. pointed within this Commonwealth, by the Senate 

a Houfe of Reprefcntatives, each Hail Fe 

vegative upon the other, and be Commiffioned 

a iA $ he Corano as the Conftitution dires : And KA 
pay entire Officers and Soldiers of faid Militia fhal pay en- 
obedience to tire obedience to thcir Commands accordingly, une 
ae aa der the Penalties hereafter provided in this AQ, 
: Provided always, That the faid Generals and all 
other Cfficers of faid Militia, fhal! at al} Times be 


Provifo, under the Command of the Governor, and fhall in 
drawing forth, or retaining in Service the faid Mili- 
tia or any Part of them, be fubje& to fuch Orders 

i and InfircQions as they may receive from the Go-« 

Sebje& toOr- 


mera the Veraor, provided that the Governor fhall nor at any 
Coyernor, Time hercafter tranfport any of the Inhabitants of 
this Commonwealth, or oblige them to march out 
of the Limits of the fame, without their free and 
voluntary Confent, or the Confent of the General 
Court, except fo far as may be neceflary to tran- 
{port them by Land or Water for the defence of 
fuch Pacts of the Commonwealth to which they 
The Gover- Cannot otherwife have convenient aceels. 
morempower- And be it further enalted by the Authority 


ed to ifue his aforefaid, That his Excellency the Governor be, ` 


Orders reqair- aad he hereby is impowered and requefted forthwith 
a at to ifwe his Crders requiring the feveral Companies 
oe ett Thay Of Militia, including the Train. Band and Ajarme 
dhe ri Dayz, 

ct bhay to "Lif, of Twenty-one Years of Age and upwards, 
affzenle. within this Commonwealth, to affemble on or betore 
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the Firt Day of May, as the Commanding Officer and each 
all appoint, within the Limits of faid Companies Company to 

refpedtively, of which each Company fhal! be duly °° ya be 

notified by Order of the Commanding Officer, for coe Captain 

the Purpofe of ‘chufing one Captain and two Lieu- and two Li- 

tenants, which Choice fhall be made by Ballor, in cutenants. 

the Prefence of one of the Field Officers, who fhall 

prefide as Moderator at fuch Ele&tion, and’ fhall Choice to be 

publicly declare to the Company theOfficers eleéted, by Ballot, iss 

and immediately make retara of the Names of the Pretence of 

Captains and Lientenants who fhalt be chofen, and pie oes 

accept fichTroft, and of their refpeétive Places of . 

Abode, to the Commanding Officer of the Regi- pe ni 

ment to which fuch Company belongs within thirty mads to the 

Days from the Time of iffuing fach Orders, Command- 

` And be it further enabled by the Authority ing Offi-er of 

aforefaid, That the Commanding-Officer of any the Regime 

‘Regiment, after the Expiration of thirty Days Dins raed 

aforefaid, fhall fammons fuch Officers as shall be ‘fang his 

chofen to meet at fome convenient Time and Place Orders. 

‘within the Limits of fuch Regiment, at which Time 

‘and Place fuch Captains and Lieutenants flail af- 

f{emble, and proceed to choo‘e by Ballot fome one 

‘of their number to a@ as.Moderator at fuch Mect- FieldOfiicers 

iog, whofe Dutyit fhall be to bring in their Votes by whom 

‘for their Field Officers, confitting of one Colonel, elected. 

‘one Licuccnant-Colonel and one Major, ard to 

‘count and fort the Votes, and declare in Rid Meere 

ing the Names of the Perfons who fhall be eleéted 

‘Field Officers, and within ten Days afterwards 

make return of the Names of the Field Officers 

accepting {fuch Truf, and of their refpective Places 

of Abode, who fhall be chofen at juch Meeting, 

to the Commanding Officer of the Brigade to which 

‘fach Regiment belongs, and in Caleany of the ~” 

Field Officers who may be chofen in Manner Ia Cafe, 

$ l , afore faid, 
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aforefaid, fall not be prefent at faid Meeting, -it 
fhall be the Duty of the Moderator to notify every 
fuch abfent Perfon of the Office to which he hall 
be eleéted, and reccive his \nfwer b. fore he makes 
his Return to the Brigadier or Commanding-Offi- 
eer ; and in all Cafes when any Perfons eleéted de- 
cline accepting the Vruft, the Eleétors fhall proceed 
ta fill up fuch Vacancies, 

And be it further enadied by the Authority 
aforefaid, That atter the Expiration of faid ten 
Days, the Biigadier or Commanding Officer fhall 
iffue his Orders to fuch Field Officers as fhall be 
returned ele&ed, direfting them to meet at fuch 
‘Time and Piace as he fhall appoint within the Li- 
mits of his Biigade, and to make choice of fome 


Brigadiers ' Perfon for their Brigadicr, which Field Officers, fọ 


by whom 2embled, fhall chufe by Ballot fone one of their 
ckofen, Number to pr: fde as Moderator of faid Meeting, 
who fhall count and fort .he Votes for a Brigadier, 
and when any Purfon fhall be chofen as aforefaid, 
faid Moderator fhall declare in faid Meeting the 
Name cf the Perfon fo chofen Brigadier, and fhall 
immediately notify fuch Perfon in Writing of his 
Eleétion ; and in Cafe any Perfon fo eleéted, fhall 
negleé to fignify his Acceptance of fuch Truft for 
the Space of ten Days atter being fo notified, the 
Eleétors fhall proceed to chufe fome other Perfon 
e Perfon in his Stead, 
pices Brige- And be it further ena&ed by the Authority 
gier te be gforefaid, That the Moderator who fhall prefide at 
eue t the Eleétion of any Brigadier, fhall, without Delay, 
Caen a to certify tothe Mejor-General to whofe D ftri& {fuch 
hisExcellency Brigadicr belongs or to his Excellency the Gover- 
theGoverno:, nor, the Name and Place of Refidence of the Pers 
fon who was chofen Brigadier, and that fuch Per. 
fon accepted faid Office, in order that every ae 
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fo chofen may be commiflionated as the Conflitu- To be Come 
tion dires, Sar E 
H . +, greene £6 
And be it farther enalted by the Authority S.S Rir 
aforefeid, That as foon as the Names of the Por- tien, i 
fons eleĝed Field Officers, Cap ains and Sobal- 
terns, {hall be returned to any Brigarier or Com- Retas of 
manding Officer of a Brigade, he fal! torthw'th FretcOiicers, 
certify to the Major-General to whofe DithiG& he Cap aus ad 
belongs, or to his Excellency the Governor, the Sapient od 
Names and Plates of Abode of fuch Officers and oes ne, 


; heir.gadier 
the Offices to which they fhall have been refpec- he to : rtify 
tively elected. to the Major 


And be it further enadted by the Authority oa tg 
Sforefaid, That if it fhall fo happen, thatany Regi- go ao eneg 
: i , © the Governor 
ment fhall be deftitute of Field Ofc: rs, that iD of theOficerg. 
every fuch Cafe, the Commanding Officer of thé elected, 
Brigade to which fuch Regiment belongs, fiall, 
ifue his Orders for affembling the reipeđ&ive Com- When any 
_pinies in fuch Regiment, for the Purpofe of elet- ae lay g 
ing their refpsSive Officers immediatety, to the ag = < 
Commanding Officer of fuch Companies refpetive: pnd ogte | 
ly, and fome ove of the Scle&men in any Town cers, the ` 
to which any fach Company belongs, {hall pre- Command 
fide at fuch Ele&ions, and do and pertorm the Du- Ae one 
ties in like Cafes required of Field-Oficers (where boogie nie 
any fuch Officers are) and make return to the Orders for a 
Officer who iffued ‘he Orders for affembling fuch fe nbling the 
Companies as aforefaid, who fhali call a Meeting retp dive 
of the Officers which fhall be returned elected, in Companies 
: : -, forthechoice 
the fameMaoner as is required of che Commanding 0: Ofsers. 
Officers of Regiments where there is any fuch Ofi- - 
cer ; andin all Ca fes where there fall be no Com- Where theré 
miffioned Officer inany Company, the Seleĝmen halt be rø 
of the Town, or Committee of the Plantation to co mifiened 
which fuch Company belongs; fall do the Dwy Sena 
required of fuch Officers. _, do the Daty 
: : vind rp quired, 
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And be it further enatted by the Authority 
aren St eforejaid, That foon as any Perfon is oleéted toany 
isir Acceso. Office aforementioned, and notified thereof by the 
tance orNoa Moderator, every fuch Perfon fhall declare his Ac- 
acceptance ceptance of Non acceptance thereof within three 
within three Days after being notified of the fame ; and in Cafe 

F5 he does not declare his Acceptance within the faid 
three Days, every fuchVacancy fhalt be immedi- 
ArdinCafe ately filled up by another Eledion ; and if any 
Company of Militia, Captains and Subalterns, or 
OTe neg Field-Officers of ‘Regiments, hall negle& or ree 
Yedting to fufe to make choice of their Superior Officers re~ 
make choice fpectively, fuchNegleét or Refufal fhall be certified 
ef their Su by the Moderator of any Eledors fo negledting or 
| parscrOBcers ofutiog, tothe Brigadier or Commanding-Offiecr, 
| go Wion cer- e ° * 
timed. and by him to his Major-General or the Gavernor, 
in order that Commiffions may be made out to fush 
ee ae Perfons as bis Excellency fhall think moft {uitable; 
ee pare in the Manner pointed out by the Conftitution, — 
expowced And be it further enatted by the Authority 
sdacminitter eforefaid, Thatany Juftice of the Peace within this 
she Onks ree Commonwealth, is hereby empowered and direfted 
evired by the to adminifter the Oaths required by the Conftituti- 
Eersten on, to any Officers ele&ted and commiffionated as 
eforefaid, when Apptication fhall be made therefor, 
y-ner al% which B..wer is hereby alfo piven to the Field-Offte 
iven to the cerz of Regiments, or either of them, having previs 
Fuel Cficers oufly taken faid Oaths themfelves before fome Jus 
of et fice of the Peace ; Certificates of which Oaths Malf 
sues be made on the Back of every Commiflion, by the 
| command. Toiec or Officer who fhall adminifter the fame. 
i oe ee And be it further enaded by the Authority 
ments to ap. Aforefaid, That the Commanding Officer of gach 
. peice Aja and every Regiment, fhall appoint an Adjutant and 
i sanisaod — Quartet-Maller to his Regiment, 
# nivigthiafe 
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"And be it further enaited, That each Company, Captains ta 

- including the Alarm Lift, fhall be ealled together ca}! their 

by their Captain or commanding Officer, as foon tune a 
‘as may be, for the Purpofe of choofing one Clerk, cheofeaGlerk, 
sg ee Ton to the faithful Difcharge of kc. ` ` 

is Duty, four Serjeants, four Corporals, one a 

3 Drummer and oneFifer ; and when it that appear to eine vee 

the.commiffion Officers of any Company, that ci- cera negledte 

their of fid Non-commiflioned Officers fhall negleé& ing to do 

his Duty, they may remove and difinifé him from t»tirDu'y to 
"his Office, and call upon their Company, includ- edhe 
ing the Alarm Lit, to choofe another in the Room pe choler. 
‘of fuch Delinquent ; and if the faid Company, j 
' being called together for that Purpofe, Shall at any Companies 

Time negleé or refufe immediately to proceed to nor 

the Choice of one or more Non-cotnmiffioned Offi- Daid choles. 
cer or Officers fo ordered to be chofen, the Com- 

miffion Officers of fuch Company, or the majorPart “Sn rons 
-of them, fhall by Warrant under their Hands in f° Oficers, 
‘Writing, appoint fuch Non-commiffioned Officer to APBA 
ror Officers, which the faid Company fhall have Non commit: 
“sefufed to choofe as aforelaid 3° and in‘Companjes fonedOficers 


‘where there are no Non-commiffioned Officers, in Companies ` 


‘the Captain or commanding Officer fhall direct where there 
his Orders to any Private of fuch Company, who are ro Non- 
fhall perform the fame Duty that a Non-commiffi- comm fioned 
oned Officer is obliged to perform, on Pain of for- rane the 
yr apa x ptain to 
feiting the Sum of Twenty Shillings, in Cafe of dived his 
‘Negleé& or Refufal, -to be recovered and difpofed Orders toany. 
of in the fame Manner as is hereafter provided, in private, 
Cafe of Non-appearance or Difobedience on Train- , on. cu 
gne Days Penalty i 
soi Aa .. Gale of nga 
“And be it further enaffed by the Authority eg, 
aforefaid, That each and every Officer and private 


Soldier of faid Milia, not under the Controul OficeeéSal. 
a + . of Giers to equip 


ths cife.ves, 
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with Arms & of Parents, Mafiers or Gnardians, and being of 
eg fufficicot Abviry therefor, in the jodpment of the 
me Selefimen of the Town wherein be has his wiual 
Place of Abode, ibati equip himfelf, and be con- 
Rantiy provided with a goed Fire-Arm, with a 
Sie! or Iron Kam-Rod; and a Spring to retain the 
tame, a Worm, Priming-Wire and Brofh, and g 
Bayne: fitted to his Gun, æ Scabbard and Belt 
therefor, a Cartridge-Box that will bold fifteen 
Rea-ds of Cartridges at leaft, fix Flints, one Pound 
ef Powder, forty Leaden Balls fitted to his Gun, 2 
l Haveriack and Blanket, a Canteen fufficient to 
SiceforNes bold ene Quart, Aod if any Officer or private 
(quiprent, Soldier Gia neglekt te arm and equip bimlelf as 
sforelaid, far the Space of fixty Days after Publi- 
Prrerts Maf tation of this Ad, he fall forfeit and pay a Fine 
terakGuarci. of Froe Pounds, 19 be RER b ages ef | 
arate equip Debt inany Comt preper totry che fame, byt 
n an Cierk of rhe Lom a to which the Delinquent bee 
Ser: ings. And ail Parents, Mafters and Guardians, 
Penabies,  Soall fornidh and equip thofe of the Milki whioh 
are under their Care asd Command, with the | 
Arms, Equipments and Accoutrements aforefaid,: 
where Pers under like Penalties, to be recovered in Manner | 
tona are ERS afsreiaid. And where the Sele&men of any Town 
PEA? hallindge any Derfon belonging’ to the Militia‘of | 
beor & their Town, unzbie to equip and arm himflf at 
ed to the aforelaid, {ach Seleétmen fhall in Writing. under 
Cowman zg their Hands, certify the fame to the Captain or | 
UF esr et Commandirg Oficer in whofe’ Company fach Per’ 
Compares Cn may be, and fhail at the Expence of fuch 
Arms ard Teen., provide tor, forciih, arm and equip fuck 
Eyeomec’® Pan with Arms and Fauinments ; which Arms 
te be P D provided Fy Eich Sciectiner, fhall be the Proe 
"i Sai peny of the Town at whois Expence they rag 
the Ferr k 
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be provided ; and if any Non-commiffioned Officer if any Non- 
or Soldier fhall embezzle or defroy the fame, he comm five’d 
fhall be punifhed at the Difcretion of theJaftice, or Te fall 
Court before whom he may be conviéted thereof, geftroy faid 
by paying double the Value of the Arms or £e- Arms, &é. 
coutrements fo wilfully deftroyed or embezzled ; to pay donbls 
and on Default thereof, to be publicly whipped Ayr 
pot exceeding twenty Stripes, , atiii 
And be it further enafed, That the Clerk of Returnstobe 


each and every Company of laid Militia, fhall once made by the 


in fix Months after the time of his choice and ap- Clerk ofeach” 


dint . 7 oy Companyonce 
pointment, take an exaft Litt of his Company, and “Umi ovens 


a ee 


of each Man’s Equipments refpedtively, and prefent of eachMan’s ` 


the fame to the Captain or commanding Officer gquipments 

theréof. | . ` to the Come 
And be it further enadted by the Authority mending OF- 

eforefaid, ‘That when the Captain or eaman ficerthercot. 

Officer of any Company of fuch Militia, fha 

cheefe to call his Company together, or fhall be 

ordered by his Superior Officer to do it, to examine | 

their Arms, or inftru& them in the Exercifes which resting aad 


from Time to Time fhall by the Goyerner and ihe Miltis, ` 


Commander in Chief be ordered for them, he fhall and Time. 
notify and warn them of the Time and Place of 

Meeting, in fuch Manner as his Colonel fhall a 

point therefor, and each and every Company {hall 

be muftered four Times a Year at leat, and oftner 

if their Commanding Officer fhall think neceffary. 

And be it further ena&ed, That if any Captain, 
or Subaltern fhaill prove difobedient on a Training nepte& af 
or Mufter Day, or fhall not draw out. the Qom- Doty punith- 
pany he commands, being ordered by his fuperior ed byCouress 
Officer thereto, he fhall be liable to be removed Martial. 
from his Office by a Court-Martial appointed. aa by 
this A&t is provided ; and when apy ae ; 

cer 
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inCafe of re. Officer fhall-be removed from his Office as. aforge 
ae a faid, he fall be held incapable of holding any milis 
three Years, (AY Office in faid Militia, for the fpace of three 
Years next after Sentence declared againft him ; and 

Non commit: if any Non-commiffioned Officer ot private Soldi» 
fioned Officer er, being duly notified of the Time and Place ap- 
o ators ç pointed for the Company to which he belongs, to 
Daty an ae meet on a Training or Mufter Day, hall unne- 
a Fine of aos. Ceflarily negle& to appear armed and accoutred as 
hot equ’pped aforafaid, being ordered by his Officer fo to appear, 
to be Fined fhal] pay a Fine not exceeding the Sum of Zen 

PA Skillings for each Defe&, or if he fhall appear not 
aor aor equipped as aforefaid, or be difobedient or difor- 
And be con. derly ona Training or Mufter Day, he hall pay 
Sued. _ a Fine not exceeding the Sum of Forty, nor. lefs 
than Twenty Shillings, and fhall be confined during 

the Time of fuch Training, at the Difcretion of 

the Officers; and all fines and Forfeitures of 

Money, arifing by Breach of this A&, for Difobe+ 

dience or Failure of Appearance on a Training 

i Day, fhall be eftimated in Gold or Silver, or Bills 

Fines, one of Credit equivalaat thereto; and fhall be difpofed 

Moietytothe of,-one Moiety to the Ufe of the Clerk of the 

„Clerk, a Company, the other Moiety to the commiffioned 
peel an ve. Officers, for the Ufe of the Company, and fhall be 

ERE by ‘recovered by Aion of Debt, before a Juftice of 

Juftice, with the Peace, by the Clerk of the Company to which 

Appeat to the Delinquent belongs, an Appeal being allowed 

the Infetiot to either Party, to the Interior Court of Common 

ree Pleas, as in other Actions: And if on fuch A@ion, 

Judgment fhall be given in Favour of fuch Clerk, 

he fhall have his legal Coft allowed him, Prov? 

ded neverthelefi, That when any Non-commiffi~ 

oned Officer or Soldier, fhal] negle& to appear as 

sforefaid, ona Training or Mutter Day, and fhall 
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within eight Days’ next- after fuch ‘Training or 
Mofter, make his Application to’ the Officers of The major’ 
daid Company, or the major Part ef them, and pay Pare of the 
fuch Fine as they fhall order,;not exceeding Ferty Officers of a 
nor fefs than Twenty Shillings, er {hall obtain their Company tẹ 
Excufe, and prefent a Certificate of the fame under oo i em 
their Hands to the Clerk, it fhall be a Bar to any eive meS 
Adon or Suit againft him for fuch Offence.. - fame in Café, 
Aud be it farther enaGed, That no Major-Ge: 3 
` neral or Brigadier, duly Commsiffioned to Command General Of 
in the Militia, fhall be removed from his Office, Sorco °F TS 
but by Addrefg of both Honifes of the Legiflature One Sead 
to the Governor ; and if any Field Officer thall be drefs of both 
guilty of any Mifdemeanor or Breach of Duty in Houfes. 
: Violation of this Ad, the Brigadier to whofe Bri- 
' pade he belongs, fhal! appoint a Conrt-Martial, Brigediersto 
confifting of a majority of Field Officers af the *pppeint 
fame Brigade to try him, And when any Captain, Courts: Mare 
Adjutant or Subaltern, fhallbe guilty of Breach ee a 
of Duty, or Mifdemeanors againft this A&, the gcers, ‘ 
Colonel or commanding Officer of the Regiment 
to which he belongs, fhall order a Court-Martial, Colonels to. 
to confift of a majority of the Captains and Subal- appoint 
terns of the fame Regiment, to try him, which Sourts-Mare 
Court-Martial fhal! refpefively have foll Power, nain bate: 
- for Treachery, Cowardice, Fraud, Failure of Duty _, sentence 
or wanton Exercife of Power, to remove from oe a Court 
Office fuch commiffioned Officer or Officers. And Martial mall 
no Sentence of any Court-Martial fhall be put in be executed 
Execution wihout being affirmed by the Officer before afra 
who fhall have appointed the fame, And when eet ee 
any-Brigadier or Colonel fhall appoint a Court-Mat- pointing. 
tial for the Trial of any delinguent Officer, he 
{hall appoint fome fuitable Perfon for Judge Advo- yudpe-Adve= 
gate, and the delinquent Officer fhall betimely cate to be 
r © T potified  aPppoiated 
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notified of the Charge alledged againft him, and 
oe of the Time and Place of Trial, and fhall be put 
Obt arrefi-d 
and deem. à Udder-Arreft fo: far as to be fufpended from the 
Guilty dee Exercife of his Cffice; and in Cafe fuch delinquent 
fault of ap- Officer fhall not appear to acquit bimfelf of the 
pearance. Charge alledged agaist him, he fhall be deemed 
guilty of fuch Charge, and dealt with accordingly ; 
Exidence, and all Perfons fhall be holden to appedr and give 
how fome Evidence before any Court-Martial (under the fame - 
gaonet. = Penalties as is by Law provided for Witnefles in 
other cafes) when thereto fammoned by any of the 
Juftices of the Peace iti this Commonwealth, who 
are hereby impowered to fummon and fwear fuch 
| i Witneffes in their refpective Counties. 
And whereas Bribery and Corruption bas been 
Hh the Daftrudtion of many great end opulent Nations, 
E and therefore every Species thereof foould be aifcaun- 
pod fenanced by a virtuous and patriotic People: And 
og i whereas treating al the Election of Officers has a 
E manifefl Tendercy to injure a free People, and 
$ on Training, Mufler and EleGion Days, create an 
padue Influence : 
Ls is therefore enacted by the Authority aforesaid, 
Wo Treat to That if any Officer on any ‘Training or other 
be given on Mufter Days, fhall give, or provide any Treat of 
‘Frain'gDay, Viduals or Drink, for the Company he commands, 
Jot direétly or indire&tly, he fall be Hable to be re- 
put necefary Moved from his Office, by a Court-Martial, as by 
: Reirsfhm n , this Adis provided for other Offences 3 unlefs it 
net tohinder fhal] appear to faid Court, that hie fo doing was 
the Bufinefs defigned merely for neceflary Refrefhment and 
, ofthe Day. Comfort, and was not intended to anfwer any in- 
terefied Purpofe, or to influence any future Eleai- 
i on, and did not interrupt or hinder the regular Exe 
ercifes and Duties of the Day, a 
da 
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: And be. it further enadted, That no Saldier; or Firing pro~ 
Non-commiffioned Officer fhall unnecefarily dif- ae qn, 
harge his Firelock, from and after his appearing at lutter Days 


the Place of Parade on a Training or Mutter Day; cence of the 


. without the exprefs Order or Licence of his fupe- Commanding 


tior Officer, under, fuch Penalty, as is ker¢in pro- Cicer, 


‘vided for Difobedience, or diforderly Behaviour on 


fuch Days, which Penalty fhail be recovered in 
like Manner, . oe : 

And pe it further enadted by the Authority 
aforefeid; Thatall the Male Perfons from &xteen Pectone ee? 
Years of Age to fixty-five, mot included in that jn Totongi 
Part of the Mititia called the Training-Bandy and wane Ean ea 


éxempted by the firk Se&ion of this AQ, from confiate aw. 


common and ordinary Training, fhall conftitute an Alarm Lit, 

Alarm Lift in the Commonwealth’; excepting the CEPU Kes 

Lientenant-Governor, Members of the Council, 

Senate, and Houfe of Reprefentatives, and Ameri- 

éan Congrefs, for the Fime being, the Secretary of 

the Commonwealth, Minifters of the Gofpel, the 

Denomination of Chriftians called Quakers, Sele&- 

men for the Time being, and Negroes, Indians and. es 

Molatocs ; and if of fafficient Ability in the Judg- ‘hall be pre} 

ment of the Sele&men of the Town where they Taine 

have their ufual Place of Abode, thall refpeively the Trainings 

provide for, and equip themfelves with fuch Atms Band, andde® 

and Accoutrements, as by this Act is dive€ted for Duty eu 

thofe of the Training-Band, ia the Militia afore- Alarms 

faid ; and fhall in café of an Alarm, do Military ` 

Duty under the PR of the Offiters sath 

Company to which they belong ; and‘the Clerk of °° e o 

€ach Coucany fhall, when he takes a Lift ef the an 

Traiving-Band, take an exact Lift of the Perfons of Frain Bară 

belonging to the Alarm Lift in his Company, and & Alarm, and 

fail prefent the fame to his Captain, with chat, of prefeac to his 
= che Captain: 
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Captains to the Training-Band ; and the Captains dnd all Off. 
make retu7n cers, fhall make the fame Return of them, as of 
wf AlarmLik. he Ref of the Militia; and an Alarm may be 

made by firing three Guns, one after another; or 
Alsrmsemade by firing a Beacon, by the direction of any coms 
by GeingBea miffioned Cicer of the Militia; The Drums beat- 


eon or 3G088. ingan Alarm; the Training-Band being called upon , 


to Arm; wpon which all the T'rain-Batid and 
Alarm Lift who are then refident in any Town, fhall 
: forthwith appear compleat, with their -Arms and 
ar Ammunition, at the ufual Place of Rendezvous, 
ta multer at OF Where the chief Officer fall appoint ; there to 
ReatofDrom, attend fuch Command as fhall be given for the 
eae ar ates pee to this g = 
; nd be it further enaced, That the Captain o? 
A eommanding Officer of each Company A this 
Companies Commonwealth, fhall once every fix Months, on 
fall every fix one of the Days that he fhall mufter thofe of his 
Months view Company belonging to the Training-Band, call 
at thofe of the Alarm Lift within the Limits of the 
fame together, within the Town where they are 
Inhabitants, and examine their Arms and Accoutre« 
ments ; and if any fuch Perfoa belonging to the 
Penalty on Alarm Lift, thall unneceffarily negleét to appear, 
Alarm Lit after being duly warned, with his Arms and Accou« 
for seS of trements, he fhall be liable to pay the fame Fine, 
= as on à$ is provided for thofe of the Training Band, in 
Frain'gBand, like Cafes offending : And all Fines and Forfeitures, 
and Fines re- arifing by Breach of this Act, againft any of- the 
eovorédin the faid Alarm Lift, fhall be recovered in the fame 
hke Manners Manner as is provided for recovering the fame 
for thofe of the Training Band in like Cafes offend« 
Alarm zit pgs And all thofe Perfons in the Alarm Lift, 
atipible to {hall be as eligible to any Office in the faid Militia, 
Sfice, as if they were in the Training Band. -Ayd ne 
arre Perion 
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» maA. 
Perfon belonging to, or being a Part of the efta 
blifhed Forces of the United American States, or 
of this Commonwealth, fhail, during the Time of 
his Engagement in the Services aforefaid, be eleted . _’ 
«to, or hold aay Office in the Militia of this Com- A D¢Pnty 
-monwealth . , aoe > for reana ' 
. And be it further esađted by the Authority afore. Brigade, by 
said, That chére fhall be appointed by the Gover- Whom ap-, 
nor, with Advice of Council, aDeputy Commiflary, pointed. 
-for every Brigade, who hall be duly {worn to'g Said Depus 
faithful Difcharge of the faid Office, which Depu. ties to be ace 
ties {hall ke accountable to, and obey the Com- pid armies 

Á : Ó - and obey the 
mands in Matters refpefting their Office, of the Orders of 
Commiffary of this Commonwealth, and when the theCommif. 
Militia of any Town in.the Commonwealth, or a fary of this 
Part thereof, fall be drawn forth for the imme. Comon- 
diate Defence of this, or any of the United States onan 
aforefaid, each Officer and Soldier fhall provide for When theMi: 
himfelf, at leaft, three Days Allowance of Provifi- P z 
ons, unlef otherwife ordered; and the Selected sash Ofset 
of fuch Town fhall immediately- caufe Carriages to’ and Soldier 
attend them with further neceflary Provifions and to provide 
Utenfils to cook the fame, and hall continue fend- Bimfelf with 
ing to the Commiffary, or his Deputy, fufficient piace 
Supplies for the Part of the Militia, from their ref- Provifion, 
peaive Towns aforefaid, until Certificates fhall be unlels, 
given sy the Commiffary, or his Deputy, in the oo anen 
County from which faid Militia goes, thar the fame surhorifedte 
can be otherwife fupplied : And the SeleSmen are canfeCarria- 
directed to caufé their Accounts of the Provifion ges to attend 
aforefaid that {hall be fupplied by them, or fuch of ee 
the U:enfils as fhall be loft or damaged, together provon ate, 
with the Charge of Tranfportation, to be laid before 5isGmen dtu 
the General Gourt for Allowance, and to produce i heir 
Receipts from the Commiffary, or his Deputies, for 4 canats of 
fuch a Part thereof as thall be delivered to them Supplies to 
refpedtively, . ` CG ` And de laid, Be 
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a 
Stocks of And be it further enatted, That there fhall be a 
PowJer and Stock of Powder and Ammunition fn each Town 
Ammunitl- provided, and conftantly kept; which fliall be ene 
provided in Barrel of good Gun-Powder, containing one Hun- 
each Towa dred Pounds, threeHundred Weight of LeadeniBalls 
ia thisCom- (of different Sizes) and three Hundred Flints for 
paar, every fixty Soldiers of the Training Band, and the 
S fame Proportion for any greater of leffer Number’: 
and the Selectmen of cach Town in this Commons 

wealth, fhall procure and provide fuch Stock of 
Ammunition as foon as may be ; and the Selectmen 

Said Setet. of each Town shall be and hereby are impowéred 
men intpow- to raife Money by Tax, on the Polls and Eftates df 
ered tosflefa their Town for the Purpofes aforefaid, by the fame 
the Poilsaad Rule as other Tewn Charges are affeffed; and fhall 
ae by Warrant onder their Hands, commit the fame to 
foe the P the Conftable or Colleétor of their 'Fown, who are 
pofe afore- hereby. impowered and direded to cofle& the ame, 
faid. in the fame Manner as is provided far the Colleétor 
Ceniabii of other Taxes, and fiall be held to pay the fame 
Tanav a O the Town Trealurer, as other Taxes, and fhail 
to colle& & bE liable inCafe ot Default, to have the fame levied 
top:y the of them by an Execution from the faid Treafurer, 
fame to the as jn other Cafes of s delinquent Conftable is pto» 
ea vided ; and’ the faid Treafurer is hereby impowered 

aad to award the fame. 

a And be it further enatted, "That there be Milt 
ee tary Watches appointed, and kept in every Town, 
kept in every at fuch Time aod in fuch Places, and in fuch 
Town upon Numbers and under fuch Regulations as the Cor- 
dve Warning mifion Officers of (ich Town firal) appoint, or as 
givet they may receive Orders from the chict Officer of 

their Regiment ; and that all Perfons within the 
Training- Band attend fuch Watches on Penalty of 
Five Shillings, for negleGing or refufing to give 


Poy far fach Attendance, there having been due Warnin 
Degra, given ohne 
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And. be it further engĝed by the Authority ; 
aforejaid, That the Governor, with the Advice of The Goyer- 
Council, be, and hereby is impowered to caule to te De 
be Inlitted one Company of Artillery from each asd e 
of the Counties of Barnftable, Berk/bire and Lin- canle oue 
çoln, and two Companies from all other Counties Company of 
within this Commonwealth, the. Counties of Nan- Artillery to 
tucket and Duke’s-County only excepted, to confift = tnlitted, 
of Thirty-fix Men each, including Officers, to be 
raifed from two feparate Regiments, and from ong TheNumber 

: : of Men each 
Town in each Regiment, or from the adjacent Ine Company to 
habitants of other neighbopring Towns, to be form- confit of 
ed into difting and feperate Regiments, each Regi- ~ 
ment to confilt of fix Companies, as nearly as con- to he formed 
yeniently may be, with proper Officers to each into Regi- 


e 


Regiment and Company, to be appointed and com- Ment pros. ` 


miflioned in the fame Manner as the other Campa- PSF ly Offi- 


nies and Regiments of Militis are of the fame mae 
Rank, one of the Field-Officers to be appointed S| Officers 
in each of the Brigades that fhall compofe one of sginted in 
the faid Regiments, which when fo raifed fhall be fame Manner 
under the immediate Command of the Governor or as otherOfi- 


a Major-General ; each of the faid Companies to cers of the 
Militia arg. 
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Perfons de- 
tached re- 
fufing to 
merch, 


iot paying 
the Fine to 
he confidered 
3 Soldier. 


Fines, how 


Sppropriated, 


for the other Regiments ‘and Companies of the 
Train-Band ; any Thing in thisA& notwithftanding. 
` And be it” further enadled by the Authority 
aforefaid, That when it fhall fo happen, that in 
Confequence of an Order of the General Court of 


. this Commonwealth, or the Governor thereof, any 


Number of Officers or Soldiers belonging to the 
Training-Band or to the Alarm Lift; fhall be detach- 
ed for any Purpofe, the Perfon or Perfons fo detach- 
ed by his or their Commanding Officer, who fhall 
have due Notice of his or their being fo detached, 
and being ordered by his or their Commanding Offi- 
ctr to march tothe Place of his or their Deftina- 
tion, fhall negle@ or refufe to obey fuch Order, or 
fhall not pay a Fine of Ten Pounds, or procure 
fome able-bodied Man in his Stead, within Twenty- 
four Hours after he fhall have had Notice of his 
being fo detached, fhall be confidered as a Soldier 
in fuch Detachment, and treated accordingly: And 
in all Cafes where the aforefaid Fine fhall be paid, 


- the fame fhall be appropriated by faid Officer to hire 


Yn Cafe, 


Frtovifo, 


Men for thet or any future Service his Company 
Shall be called to perform, — And in Cafe fachFines 
are infufficient for compleating fuch Detachment, 
the Officer fhall proceed to detach others till he 
fhall have compleated the full Number fo ordered 
to be detached. ` 
Provided nsverthelefi, If the Officer making the 
Detachment in any Company fhall himfelf be dee 
tached and marched to any Poft out of his County, 
the next Officer in Command in faid Company that 
may be within the County fhall be holden to do the 
Duty enjoined by this A& upon the Officer mak- 
ing the Detachment, 
And be it further enacted by the Authority 
eforeferd, That each Major-General belonging to 
` the ` 
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the Militia of this Commonwealth, hall appoint Major Genes , 
two Aid-de-Camps, with the Rank of Major: And 1>! to ap- 
each Brigadier-General of faid Militia Tall ap- "lage. 
point one Brigade-Major ; and each Aid-de-Camp Camps, their 
and Brigade-Major fo appointed and commiflioned, Raak. 
fhal] keep an exaé Account, with the proper Vouch- Brigade Ma. 
ers, of all the Services they may refpectively per- jors by whom 
form in the Execution of their Duty, by Virtue of appolated. 
General Orders, and exhibit the fame ta the Ge- Brigade. 
neral Court from Time to Time for Allowance and Major and 
Payment, with a Certificate from the relpéGive Aid-de 
Generals by whofe Order the fame has been done, ©®™P* peer 
that faid Service has been fo done by them refpec- biting 4 
tively. ge Co Acconats of P 
And whereas it is effentially neceffary to every Services to F 
good Purpofe of this AG, that regular Returns of '®° General o 
the Number of Men which compofe the feveral Bri- Court. 
gades and Regiments of Militia within this Common- reaper 
wealth, and their re{pective Pofts or Stations, to- ow cert 
gether with the Number’ and Condition of their Arms, 
and various Equipments, foould from Time io Time 
be exhibited to the Governor, and bis Orders duly 
tranfiitted to the commanding Officers of Corps, 
aud Returns made of the fame: 
Be it enathed by the Authority aforefaid, That 
the Governor of this Commonwealth be, and he | 
hereby is impowered to appoint a Perfon of ade- Aċjotant- 
quate Accomplifhments, to the Office of Adjutant- General oF 
General ; and that he be direfted ro make juft and pointed p 
true Returns of the State of the Militia as atorefaid, 
to the Governor, or in his Abfence to the next he to make 
commanding Officer of the Militia within this Com- Betacas 
monwealth, on the firft Monday of Fuly, each Year 
fucceflively, and at all other Times when he fhall 
be thereunto ordered; and that he annually prefer 
his Account for Services done, with proper Vouchers 
-7 e ` * ‘ ak 
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how paid. and Certificates to the General Court for Allowance 
and Payment. : 
And whereas the Movements of the Militia of 
thisComwonweatth may be fuch as to render Barracks, 
Lents, Coking Utenfils. and other Camp Equipage, 
Waggons, Cattle, Forage, ec. neceffary : ` 
Be it enaĝûed by the Authority aforefaid, That 
Quarter- the Governor with Advice of Council be, and is 


_ Maflerap- hereby impowered to appoint a proper Perfon to 


x 
ig 3 . Gk 
l 2 


pointed: the Office of Quarter-Mafter-Gener~], who fhal] 

make feafonable and fuitable Provifion of fuch 

Quantities of the Articles before {pecified, with 

E E fuch others as he fhall arder ; and that he make 

to be made Tegvlar and true Returns of the fame, with their 

to the Go. refpeatiive Difpofitions, to the Governor, or in his 

vernor. § Abfence,to the next commandingOfijcer within the 

fame, on the firt Monday of April and Ofober, 

Wapzons each Year fuceeflively ; and ihal] pracyre or caufe 

procured, tO be procured, a fufficient Number of Waggons 

for removing Stores belonging to this Common- 

wealth, on the Order of the commanding Officer 

(where Stores may be depofited) when an Order of 

bis Accounts the Governor cannot feafonably be pbrained. for 

how dif- that Purpofe ; and that he annually prefer his Ac- 

charged. count for Seryices done, with proper Vouchers and 

l Certificates, to the General Court for Allowance 
and Payment. 

And be it further enaGed by ihe Authority 

In Caie of aforefaid, That when any Vacancy fhall happen in 

E * _ the Office of a Brigadier by Death, Removal or 

ccoval or ctherwife, the next commanding Officer of the 

ptherwife, Brigade fhall fummon the Field Officers of the 

- Brigade to meet at fome convenient Time and Place, 

to choofe fome Perfon for their Brigadier: and the 

Officer iffuing fuch Summons fall prefide at fuch 

Meeting, and make Return to the Governor of tha 


Name 
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Name and Place of Abode of the Perfon who fhall Provifion __ 
be eletted Brigadier. . And when any Vacancy ™2de inCafe 
fhall hereafter happen, by Reafon of the Death, robin ie 

Removal or Refignation of any Field Officer, the pefienation 

Captains and Subalterns of the Regiment in which cf ali other’ 

fach Vacancy may happen, fhall be called together Officers of 

by the commanding Officer of the Regiment, to the ae 
fill up fuch Vacancy ; and the faid commanding ilies aad t- 
Officer fhall prefide at fuch Eleđion, and make wean: 
Return to the Governor of the`Namėé and Place 

of Abode of the Perfon who fall be eledted. 

And when Vacancies fhall hereafter happen by 

Death, Removal or otherwife, of any Captain or 
Subaltern Officer, the commanding Officer of the 
Regiment fall dire& the commanding Officer of- 

the Company where fuch Vacancy Mall happen, to 

fummon the Electors, confifting of the Alarm-Lit 

. and Trainmg-Band, of Fwenty-one Years and 
upwards, to meet at fome convenient Time and 

Place to fill up fuch Vacancy, and to make Return 

of the Perfon eleéted as dire&ted in the foregoing 

Cafes. And when Vacancies fhall hereafter happen’ 

By the Death, Removal or Refignation of any = 
Non-commiflioned Officer, the Captain or com- 

snanding Officer of the Cotipany, fhall fammons 

the Eleétors, confifling of the Train-Band and 

Alarm-Lift of Twenty-one Years of Age and 

upwards, to meet at fome convenient Time and 

Place to fill up fach Vacancy, and the command- & 4 
ing Officer of fuch Company fhall prefide at fuch 

Meeting; and if the Eleftors in any of the In- 

ftances before-mentioned, Mall neglet or refufe to 

fill up any Vacancy ia Manner herein prefcribed, 

the Governor is hereby impowered and requefted - 

to appoint fome fuitable Perfon to fill up every 

fuch Vacancy. oe 
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FieldOMicers And be it further enacted by the Authority afores 
tadetermice “77, That the Field Officers of each Regiment, er 
el eo the major Part of them, {hall within Ten Days after 
Companies, being chofen, fettle and determine the Rank of the 
znd to make feveral Companies within their Regiment according 
return to t:e iq their Age, and return the Rank fo fettled to the 
Commander Commander ih Chief |. l l 
in Chief. And be it further enadled by the Authority afore 
Quakers ex- /zid, That all thatDenomination of Chriftians called 
expted from Quakers fhall be exempted from perfonal military 
wae 1 a Service, fubje& neverthelefs to pay their full Pro- 
geet topay ` portion of all Expences for raifing Men for military, 
their propor- Service, either in whole or by Detachment, faid 
tion of all. Proportion of Expences to be affefled by the Affe 
Expences for fors of fuch Fowns where any Perfons of that De- 
raifing Men. nomination refide, according to the Rules preferib- 
faid Propor- ed for making otherAfeffments, and to be colledted 
tien tebe in the fame Manner ag other Taxes are colleéted, 
zifea Fly, and the Money fo collected fiall be paid to the 
"o public Treafury of this Commonwealth for theUfe 
Taxes bow of Government, which Sum fo affefled fhall be the 
ces and Average Price of what the Men raifed in fach 
ae ‘Town fhall Coft, together with an Addition of ten 
per Centum to defray the Expence of raifiag Men, 
A Cert'Gicate and a Certificate thercof from the Selectmen of 
irom the fuch Town under Oath fhall be lodged by them in 
areata - the Secretary’s Office, and a Return of the Money 
the S-creta. £0 affeffed thall be made tothe Treafarer by the 
zy’s Office.” Affeflors of fuch Towns within twenty Days, and 
: to whom the fame is committed to colleé, and the 
a rooeet | Treafarer is hereby direéted to iffae his Warrant for 
ae bis Tbe fame accordingly, within twenty Days, which 
Wasrants fhall be paid into the Treafurer’s Office within 
thirty Days ater the iffaing of faid Warrant, and, 
ae be folely appropriated to thePurpofe of raifing 
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